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A dot, as simple as it sounds, can be interpreted in many different ways. Hence, it may
be used as an abstract topic in group discussions. Here are some of the interpretations of a
dot listed below.
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Dot as a punctuation mark:

A dot has a huge role to play in English sentences. It marks the end of a sentence and
is coined the term ‘full stop’ or ‘period’.
It also functions as a separator between two lines and hence, portrays the meaning of
the written content distinctly.
A dot is also used as a diacritic mark in some Latin alphabets and Central European
languages. When used as a diacritic mark, the term dot is usually reserved for the ( · ),
or  to  the glyphs combining dot  above’  and ‘combining dot  below’  which may be
combined with some letters.

Dot in fashion:

Talking about fashion with dots, polka dots are the first ones to catch the limelight.
Polka dot is a pattern consisting of an array of large filled circles of different sizes.
This has been in the fashion statement of the olden ages and is still going strong to
date. Traditionally flamenco dancers and performers used these polka dots in their
fabrics. Later on, Frederic Bazille, DC comics, Bob Dylan, the musician Randy Roahds
and many more had been using polka dots in their outfits.
A typical Indian fashion statement using a dot is the forehead coloured mark called
‘Bindi’. This is derived from the Sanskrit word ‘Bindu’ and has a shape of a dot. A bindi
symbolizes feminity in the Indian tradition at its best. It also reflects an aura of divinity
when seen on Indian goddesses.
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Dot’s role in arithmetic:

Dot or ‘.’ is used as an operator which stands for the ‘AND’ operation in Boolean
algebra.  AND  is  the  truth-functional  operator  of  logical  conjunction.  It  is  also
represented by ‘^’ in logic, mathematics and linguistics.
Dot as a decimal point is used to separate the integer part from the fractional part of a
number  written  in  decimal.  It  is  also  usually  denoted  by  ‘.’.  Although  Different
countries officially designate different symbols for the decimal mark.
Another use of the dot in mathematics is the dot product. The dot product or scalar
product is an algebraic operation that takes two equal-length sequences of numbers
and returns a single number. In Euclidean geometry, the dot product of the Cartesian
coordinates of two vectors is widely used and often called the inner product.

Dots in computers & software:

Coding is the backbone for software to develop and function And coding involves the
use of dots in abundance.
Dot codes are also used in the building of software. A Dot Code is a property that can
be assigned to text in a prompt, dialog element, resource, or computation script. It can
either format the text or insert characters that are not commonly supported in plain
text.
A dot can also be categorized as a graph description language. DOT is a plain text
graph  description  language  whereas  DOT graphs  are  typically  files  with  the  file
extension gv or dot.
Another perspective of a dot can be of a pixel in a visual display screen. ‘Dot pitch’ is
the specification for a computer display, computer printer, image scanner, or other
pixel-based devices.  This  describes  the distance,  for  example,  between dots  (sub-
pixels) on a display screen.

‘Dot’ system in medicine:

Scientists  have  developed  a  new  method  to  track  tumours  using  quantum dots.
Quantum dots are tiny particles that emit intense fluorescent signals when exposed to
light.
This  is  a  new and advanced invention that  can also  treat  cancer.  This  approach
generates bright tumour signals by delivering “quantum dots to cancer cells without
any toxic effects.
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Other uses of Dot:-

A dot can be an abbreviation of some company or agency or a society. For example,
DoT stands for Department of Telecommunications in India.
The term ‘dot’ is also used in some phrases like ‘A square with a dot’. This phrase may
be interpreted to different meanings by different people.
‘Dot’ is also a feminine name used by many famous personalities. For example, Dot
Allison, Dot Bailey, Dot Farley, Dot Moore, Dot Milkinson and many more celebrities
have such first names.
Some fictional characters are also coined the name of ‘Dot’. The 1899 children’s book
‘Dot and the Kangaroo’, the comic book character ‘little Dot’, the animated TV show
‘Dot Warner’, the TV series Reboot with ‘Dot Matrix’ etc. has the term in their names
too.
A few places are also identified by the ‘Dot’ term. Places like Dot, Kentucky in the US,
Lake Dot in Florida, Dot Cliff and Dot Peak in Antarctica and Dot Island in South
Georgia also have dots in them.
A dot can be useful in the rhythm of some music as a dotted note. In Western musical
notation, a dotted note is a note with a small dot written after it.

Your Turn…

What are your thoughts on this topic? Express your opinions through the comment
section below. And subscribe to our blog to read answers to the trending GD topics.
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